
My RV Maintenance Schedule 

(Dates in red are when I last performed maintenance) 

(I follow the Mopar maintenance schedule for the Ram truck) 

 

Hitch:  Visual check security before each move. Do maintenance every three months (4/5/20) 

 Check eight bolts that are used on handles, two per handle, and set at 80 foot pounds. 
 Wipe off old grease before applying new. 
 Use white lithium spray grease on rubber bushing on hitch shoulders.  
 Use automotive chassis grease on inside jaws or pin.  
 Use automotive chassis grease in zerk fitting under hitch head. 

o As grease gun is out this is good time to grease shackles. 

Inside Misc.– Check at various times 

 Clean microwave vent filters that’s above stove (4/9/20) 
 Relative humidity of 60% is best or less. In cold climates it might need to be at 35%. I just watch for window 

fogging inside and act accordingly. Usually I can open roof vent and turn on fan. 
 Everything I read says just use mild soap and water on the fake leather furniture. Don’t use any treatments. 
 Fabrics inside for draperies, headboard and valances contain fire-retardant. Dry Clean Only. 
 Check sealant around tub and shower.  
 Periodically vacuum the Furrion electric fireplace to include air intake. 
 Touch-up wood with honey oak or golden oak wood stain pin. 
 Dirt Devil whole house vacuum. May be a filter under bag in basement check and clean? Note, whole house 

vacuum will shut off if bag is full as it has a thermal protector. (4/10/20) 

Oven and Stove: (As Needed) 

 I read the owner’s manuals, nothing listed for stove.  
 For the oven they suggest checking the rubber seal around the door and clean it. If damaged then replace it.  

They also say do not line the bottom of oven with aluminum foil as the accumulation of heat could damage the 
enamel. We don’t use the stove for anything but storage. Karen is seriously thinking about having factory 
replace oven with pull out drawers and cabinet doors. 

Detectors: - Annually (4/20/20) 

 CO/LP gas detector is self-contained and do not require maintenance. Uses a 9-volt battery but is attached to 
house battery. But need to test 9 volt. 

Black and Grey Tank  - As needed 

o Note: It is becoming more convincing that the GEO method should be used on moving day in order to let the 
water treatment slosh around in the tanks.  Then dump the tanks and then use them as normal. I’m starting to 
think, because of smell, that if you leave the GEO method soap and Calgon in the tank it will destroy the natural 
enzymes that destroy the smell. In other words, the Calgon and soap may inhibit your tank odor control from 
working. (2/2020) 

o Use GEO method. Add 1 cup Calgon Water Softener, 1 cup Dawn.  Then add water to tank to 67% and dump. 
o Some say just use the GEO method at first until your gauges read properly. Then treat with GEO method every 

three dumps. 



o I go as far as to pour part of the solution down each kitchen and bathroom drain to treat the grey tank and 
pipes.  I’m testing this. 

Washing and Waxing Outside annually – Done between 4/18 and 5/16/20 

 Manual suggests using baby shampoo on side walls. Some add one cup vinegar to the mix so it will not leave 
water spots and boost the soaps cleaning ability. Baby shampoo is supposed to not leave a film. 

 I pay particular attention to the front cap.  
 Many, to include me for now, are using Wash and Wax by Aero Cosmetics at times when campground will not 

let you wash. I love this stuff although I still think paste wax is better in the long run and therefore still hand wax 
the rig.  Run you hand over a paste waxed surface to compare. 

 I will no longer wash with any kind of brush, to include the truck. The bristles wear out in time and will damage. I 
use a good quality lambswool. Such as one sold by Mary Poppins. Our manual also says water spots will damage 
the RV over time just like a shower door. So, add vinegar to water, wash when not hot and/or use a cotton towel 
to dry. You could also use a squeegee and make sure to only wash an area you will be able to quickly dry.  

o I use my soft bristle brush on the roof now. 
 Don’t dry a microfiber towel on high heat. They are made of polyester and will melt and loose their porosity.  

Outside Misc. 

 LP Gas regulator – make sure holes on bottom are not blocked. 
 LP Gas lines check every three months with soap and water. Seems extreme to me. Soap and water does not 

work for minor leaks. Follow your nose. (checked 1/20/20) 
 I use Camco PowerGrip electrical protectant and lube on the main power electric plug at post. Makes it easier to 

pull out but can collect dirt if contacts the soil. 
 Check caulked seals on outside of rig such as around windows and corners. (11/19) 

o I do this whenever I’m drying the trailer as well. Vanleigh uses Tremtec TremPro black and neutral 
colors. 

o Parbond is the sealant used on top of windows outside. See page 99 in manual. 
 The Shoreline power cord real requires no maintenance other than inspecting cord for damage. I use a damp rag 

and wipe off cord every time it is retracted.  
 Periodically go around outside of RV with a screwdriver and check for screws that may have backed out.  If the 

same ones come out or act as if they will not stay in then maybe glue down under the head.  I had one break off 
that was not that critical but I put some silicon over the hole where base of screw remained.  

 Crawl under and check frame and all metal for signs of rust and paint.  I used Krylon Automotive Acrylic Enamel 
gloss paint.  I’ll check this at least every six months for now.  The first time I did it after about 10 months I used 
an entire can of paint. (2/27/20) 

Furnace – Monthly during heating season 

 Inspect vent for soot. If found call a service agency as this is sign combustion is incomplete.  Also make sure no 
insects have built next in the vent. 

 Periodically observe main burner flame to assure it is burning with a hard-blue flame with well-defined burner 
ports. If flame appears yellow or burner has a lazy flame, shut furnace down. The burner may be cleaned using a 
steel wire brush and blown clean with air. 

Awnings – Lubricate as needed. Clean with water every three months and deep clean every couple years. (Deep 
cleaned 5/2020) 

 I’m thinking a good time to clean the awnings is during roof maintenance  

 I had to go to the company for the maintenance steps. We have a Carefree by Colorado. 

 Periodically check that the fasteners are tight 



 Hose fabrics off on a monthly basis with clear water.   

 In most environments, a thorough cleaning will be needed every two to three years 

 When cleaning fabric always use a natural soap, never detergent.  Water should be cold to lukewarm, never 
more than 100°F.  Air-dry only.  Never apply heat to the fabric.  Always allow the fabric to dry thoroughly before 
rolling up the awning 

 If water pools on top of awning in places, retract the awning to drain so it does not stretch fabric. Also, if mildew 
appears then wash more frequently. The fabric is mildew resistant. 

 The best method of keeping the arms and braces operating smoothly is to clean them.  Periodically wash out the 
channels with running water to keep them clean.  If the channels still do not slide easily, lightly spray the joints 
and/or inside of the channels with a dry silicone lubricant after the arms have been cleaned and dried 
thoroughly. 

 For motor maintenance just check that the sealant is providing a good seal and no water is accumulating on the 
wiring 

 They suggest locking knobs should be periodically loosened and removed then sprayed with a dry lubricant to 
prevent binding.  

 Spray dry silicon lubricant the tracks. Note, over time new awnings will retract more smoothly. There are rubber 
rollers in mine that needed lubrication. (4/20 but generally just do as I think they need it) 

 If I put away wet or with debris on it I open it up later to dry. 

 

RV Gas Electric Fridge – Annually 

 I’m going to watch another online video for this one. (this is a good video – watch it first) 

o I suggest you watch the video then go and do the maintenance  

 Check seals around doors inside with piece of paper. (12/31/19) 

o You can use hair dryer if seals are not tight on paper. 

 There is a tube that runs outside the RV that has a cap on it. This is moisture drain and cap allows water to drip.  
(11/19)   

 After you have the two outside covers off then generally clean the area and/or vacuum. (11/19) 

o Blow off the heat exchange with air. That’s the black tubing near the bottom of fridge. 

 You can see by looking outside to make sure there is insulation around the sides of the fridge and not gaps.  
These RV fridges work by drawing cool air from bottom and venting out the top. 

 Below are more advanced and not the basic maintenance steps in case unit not working well 

o Check for gas leaks with fridge on. 

o Clean burner. With fridge off unplug from the 120 VAC outlet and turn off the manual shut off valve. 
Remove cover from burner housing. Clean the burner tube with a brush. Blow out the burner with 
compressed air.  

o Flame should be clear blue. Verify the burner jet slots are centered under the flue tube. 

o Check electrode for proper location and gap which is 1/8” to 3/16” 

o If it’s not working on gas: 

 It is possible to pull the burner tube out to clean it. If it shows sign of excessive stain. 

 You can tap gently on flu tube with screwdriver and hammer to check for debris and vacuum 
that up. 

o Check orifice and blow out with gentle air. 

 



Air Conditioner – As needed inside foam filters. Probably annually outside on roof. 

 I needed to watch a video. 

 Use Evap-Fresh no Rinse spray on evaporator coil fins because water would run down in RV. Bush out fins to 
straighten and get dirt out. You can actually just use this in place of Frost King foaming as well. It’s just more 
expensive. 

 Use Frost King foaming cleaner on condenser coil fins. 
 Clean the six intact filters for the A/C units whenever dirty. I just use water. Also clean screen under max-air 

vents with moist towel.  (3/22/20 for filters) 
o I generally just check one in bedroom return air vent and if it’s dirty I do all of them. 

 Replacement parts are at https://store.tiffinmotorhomes.com – enter 26391 
 Expensive.  I’ll cut my own someday. 

 As a note, best you can do is about 20 degrees difference in cooling between inside air and outside depending 
on humidity. 

Roof – Inspect annually – or at will when you are up there. 

 Clean with very soft brush using mixture of Murphey Oil Soap every 6 months or more if parked in bad 
conditions. Use a soft nylon brush or sponge. (4/20 – but needs to be done again) 

 Check all sealing material and everything else you can see for damage or leaks (2/16/20) 

 I keep an eye on the roof every time I’m up there for example brooming off slides. In the first six months I 
caulked three areas with self-leveler. 

 

Hydraulic Slides and Leveling System – see below for intervals 

 Clean electrical connections every 12 months 

 Check fluid level when legs are retracted (12/19) 
o Each month check fluid level. Always fill reservoir with jacks and slides in the fully retracted position. 
o Clean and inspect all power unit electrical connections. Apply dielectric grease to connections if you 

clean off corrosion. 

o System uses Type A Automatic Transmission Fluid. ATF with Dextron III or Mercon 5 is recommend by 
Lippert 

 Spray legs if parked short term with a silicone lubricant every 7 days (Ongoing as I do it before every move) 

o If in salty area spray every 2 to 3 weeks. 

o Use CRC Heavy Duty Silicone Lubricant.  

o Do not retract them with dirt on them as it will wear out the bushings. Inspect before you retract and 
use rag with lubricant on it to clean) 

o Used a towel and got black gunck where leg slides up into sleeve above. 

 

Roll and Lock Retractable Bed Cover – Installed 2/20. Has three-year warranty. 

 Like it better than Pace Edwards 

 Do not use Armor-All or any other silicon based cleaners on the cover. 

 Open and close the cover periodically as it is self lubricating 

 Remove the cannister cover periodically to clean it out? (2/2020) 

 Remove the drain tubs periodically and clean them out? (2/20/20) 

 Use a generous amount of 303 brand protectants on the inside of the rails. Repeat until they are clean and 
lubricated. (Ongoing) 



 Don’t open it with debris on it to start with will keep most out of cannister. Can run water on top towards 
cannister and if it drains from the bottom of truck you should be okay. 

 

Batteries (2/27/20) – check every three months for sure.  

 Check water level and add distilled water as needed.  

 Spray connections with battery corrosion stuff as needed. 

 I bought gallon of distilled water and saved some in a plastic bottle for next time.  

 

Slides – Every six months 

 Spray gears and teeth of hydraulic mechanism with lube a couple times a year 

o Use CRC Power lube with PTFE (11/19) 

 Spray rubber seals a couple times a year with Thetford rubber seal spray. This is the rubber areas exposed to the 
sunlight.  Vanleigh also suggests you can use 303 Protectant. Sometimes I have a rubber slide seal that goes not 
pop out straight once the slide is out. I use a broom handle to straighten it out. When that happens, I should 
lube the seal that is binding.  (4/18/20) 

 Clean and apply protectants all other outside seals to include inside storage doors, under the slides. These are 
areas that don’t get direct sunlight. (3/23/20) 

 

Water Filter (12/19)  

 Change every 6 to 12 months depending on usage.  

o My guess is that if filter is good for 3,000 gallons then change out every 4.22 months.  

o I bought Watts Maxetw last time that’s good for 3,000 gallons 
 If I was to empty grey tank every five days, then that would only be 540 gallons used a month.  

Add on dumping black tank every eight days that add 170 gallons a month. 
 Guess is 710 gallons a month go through this filter. 
 3,000/710 is 4.22 months. 
 Last filter was 6,000 gallons so double that. I changed when taste of chlorine came through 

 Examples of replacement types are  
o Watts F109009 5 Micron Filter 
o Watts-Maxetw-975 C-Max 
o Hydro Life C-2471   
o EVO 5.0 Filter Cartridge  
o WaterFilterTree – WWC105 
o Camco EVO 

 Standard 2 7/8 x 9 ¾ 
 What I did was write on a piece of tape on display in utility bay as to when I changed the filters. I also know we 

use maybe 12 gallons a water a day so do the math to decide when to change. 

 

Wheel and Tire Pressure (Need to check spare on occasion which is E rated in our case so 80 PSI)  

o Check torque on wheel lug nuts. Should be 110 foot lbs. (12/8/19) 
o They were tight when I bought the trailer, six months later I found two that had slightly loosened. Note, 

if you ever pull a tire off and you have aluminum wheels make sure you follow the suggested order 
when putting lugs back on. Then stop down the road and check the torque again. 

o Cold pressure on our G rated tires is 110 pounds (Ongoing) 
o If spare is E rated then it gets 80 pounds 



o After having rig weighed am not as concerned at being exactly at 110 pounds of pressure. Lots to say 
about that. 

o We had our RV weighed and since we are well under max weight (for each individual tire) theoretically we could 
lower the tire pressure from its max. I’m running mine at max weight and will tolerate them being slightly lower 
and bring out the air compressor less often. 

o If you know the load weight that is on a specific tire then you can check the manufacturers charts and 
they will tell you the best pressure for that tire. On our RV two tires have the same load and one other is 
close. Another has 400 pounds more on it when our water tank is full and it is under the heavier slide. 
Personally, if I was to change the pressure based on charts I would air them all the same based on which 
tire has the most weight.  

 
Greasing Wheel Bearings: Every 12 months or 36,000 miles inspect and repack with grease. 

 There are two views on this, one is to add grease and the other is to annually inspect and repack.  I’m going with 
the annual maintenance rather than adding grease. I’ll be at the factory service center by chance for the annual 
maintenance. 

 Below are notes from the forums: 
o Per Vanleigh forums E Sven Calrson 

 Begin pumping new grease into fitting. The previously used grease will begin to exit the bearing 
cavity through the outer bearing and fill the cap around the nozzle of the grease gun. Others are 
warning me not to do this because grease can get on brakes. They suggest a couple pumps of 
grease only. 

 To evenly coat the bearings, spin the hub during grease application. So you have to raise the 
tires for this. 

 To get old grease to come out the entire cavity and bearing have to be full of grease. Again 
others are warning me against adding this much grease and suggest just having the bearing 
repacked annually. 

 Uses Lippert, TI-213 Superlube hub 

 Some are against adding grease, to include E Sven Calrson has an RV repair shop handle it. Some say the best 
way to add grease to wheel bearings is to repack bearings and inspect them for damage at the same time. That’s 
also a good time to have brakes inspected/adjusted. 

o On forums the Lippert recommendation was every 12 months or 36,000 miles and two said they 
inspected the grease at 13,000 miles and it looked new. 

 Dean and others at rally said just two or three squirts every six months is enough. Make sure you clean up or it 
will grease brakes. 

 With the tire raised off the ground, the outside edge of the tire, the movement should not be more than 1/4" 
inch. Any play should be barely noticeable. This is how to inspect that the castle nut is tightened properly. 

 

Tire Rotation/Balance and Alignment. – When wear shows or every 5,000 miles 

 Vanleigh suggests every 5,000 miles for rotation from front to back and side to side.  
 Unless I’m seeing strange tire wear patterns, I’m not worried about the alignment. 
 If I have them rotated, then I’ll have them balanced.  Remember they generally age out before the tread wears 

out anyway. It might be worth rotating and balance the first few years. 
 Probably when I have the wheel bearings repacked and brakes inspected that would be a good time to rotate 

and balance tires. – Note Service Center says be careful putting extra grease in virks on bearings as usually 
people over do it. They say repacking maybe every 13,000 miles is the best. 

 Or I might just not worry about it until a tire shows different wear and then rotate it to a different position.  

 

Brakes – Electric Drum- Inspect annually 

 Should be adjusted and inspected annually. – Note Service Center says they are self-adjusting 



 

Suspension (Equi-Flex by Lippert) and Pin Box 

o Torque U-Bolts at least every 6 months. 90 foot pounds (2/27/20) 
o I found one loose after six months and 3,000 miles. 

o Torque Shackles to recommended 30-50 foot pounds – I used 40 pounds (2/27/20) 
o Use a 11/16th on torque wrench side and 7/8” to holt bolt on other side. 

o Torque Pin Box bolts depending on size. Ours are 1”? 120 pounds per sticker on side. I also need to get setting 
from smaller bolts on front of pin where it rotates. I may need to buy a 1” socket bit for the ½” wrench. 

o Friend had two bolts come loose after a couple years which caused the pin box to go up and down in the 
front, closing the gap between the front of the pin and the underside of fifth wheel front cap. So it’s 
possible these large bolts can loosen in time. 

o See the Torque Settings from Vanleigh chart in maintenance notes. I checked again on 2/27/20 and think I 
included the correct setting above. 

o Note – We have leaf springs and not torsion axles. 
o Ours have grease zerks. I’ll be adding two pumps of grease every six months and having the bushings inspected 

annually. (Two shots of red grease on 1/9/20) 
o As grease gun is out this is a good time to grease fifth wheel hitch to include grease zerks. 

 

Water Heater (12/22/19) – drain and flush only. Visual check everything else. – Every six months 

o We have a Dometic (Atwood) model GC10A-4E that does not have an anode rod to change 
o Shut off city water and pump 
o Shut off water heater and let cool one to two hours (I just released pressure and started right away. 
o Open low point hot and cold drains in wet bay. After all water drains out then close them. I just let the water 

empty from tank. 
o Remove hot water drain plug which is 15/16” using a six point socket or be careful not to strip the plug. 
o Let water drain out then use a Camco hot water heater rinser to hose out the tank. 
o Make sure the hot water tank is full before you turn it on. Open a sink to make sure the tank is full and the air 

is out. Never turn on a hot water tank unless it is full of water. 
o Check main burner orifice. 
o Clean and adjust main burner. (I’d need to read manual for this, if burner is running well I’m leaving it alone) 

This not is from manual. 
o Main burner and valve manifold must align with each other 
o Check electrode for cracked porcelain  
o Check electrode for proper gap - 1/8" between electrode and ground. 
o If module board functions intermittently, remove board and clean terminal block with pencil eraser 
o Our hot water thermostat is not adjustable. You can buy and replace if you want. I read many thermostats are 

pre-set at 140 degrees? I suspect one reason we have (in six months) never ran out of hot water even with two 
taking a shower is because the water is so hot in the tank. And therefore, requires less hot water when mixed 
with cold for a shower. And this is with the tank set on electric heat only! When I turn on the propane heat with 
the electric the water heats 4x as quickly.  I generally only use propane to get the tank heated more quickly 
when it has been sitting without heat or I just drained and refilled it. 

 

Fresh Water Tank Sanitization  

 Look into using Thetford fresh water tank sanitizer 

 Note: On our trailer fresh water filling the tank is not filtered by the onboard filter. It is filtered after it leaves the 
tank. I have an external filter at the hydrant that I use to catch sediments. I wonder if you filter out the water 
treatment if the water goes bad more quickly in the tank?  We travel with about 10 gallons and drain the tank 
every now and then.  (12/15/19) drained 

 First, just open your tank drain valve and empty your water tank. You do not have to empty it using your water 
pump. If you do have an external water filter that you use.  



 If you do, take the filter out and put some Clorox in and run the water to your water tank. Then you would have 
a bleach mixture in your tank.  

 Shut off your hot water tank heater. Take the drain plug out of the bottom of water heater, open up pressure 
relief on top to let the water drain out. Put plug back in. 

 Turn on your water pump and let it refill you water heater with the bleached water.  

 Then just open up the faucets and flow the bleached water through all the pipes.  

 Empty water tank and refill with fresh water probably a couple of times. 

 Then drain water heater and refill with fresh water.  
 Fresh Water Tank Sanitation (Another way per book) 

 One gallon of water and ½ cup bleach. 
o Use one gallon of solution for every 15 gallons of tank capacity 
o Allow solution to sit in tank no less than 4 minutes 
o Make sure and remove house water filter first. 

 Or you can pour the bleach in your fresh water hose and hook it to a hydrant. I like this because it 
sanitizes the hose as well. 


